54               THE DA Y AFTER DEATH.

proceeds from the soul of a man which has domiciled itself
afresh, in a new body, in the bosom of the world of ether.
Is this body destined, at the end of a more or less prolonged
period to perish, to be dissolved, to restore its elements to
matter, as they are restored by the human body ? Shall life
be withdrawn from the body of the superhuman being, and
shall the soul take flight thence 1

We believe that it will be so. Life everywhere implies
death, and is its necessary term. We do not cast anchor in
the current of the waters of life. If the soul of the super-
human being resides in a living body, this body must die, and
its material elements must return to the common reservoir of
nature. The torch of life is extinguished in the spaces, as it
is extinguished upon earth.

We believe the superhuman being to be mortal. After an
interval, whose duration we shall not attempt to fix, he dies ;
and the soul which dwelt within him escapes, like a sweet
perfume from a broken vase. What becomes of the soul
which has torn itself away from the body, cold in death?
We shall seek after the answer to this question in our next
chapter.

